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Governor

ELIZABETH S. BISER

Secretary
KATHY B. RAWLS
Director
May 5, 2023
MEMORANDUM
TO: Marine Fisheries Commission

Northern Region Advisory Committee

FROM: Charlton Godwin, Biologist Supervisor
Lee Paramore, Northern District Manager
Fisheries Management Section

SUBJECT: Meeting of the Marine Fisheries Commission’s Northern Region Advisory Committee

The Marine Fisheries Commission’s (MFC) Northern Region Advisory Committee (AC) held a hybrid
meeting on Apr. 11, 2023, at the North Carolina Estuarium in Washington. The meeting was also live
streamed on YouTube. Advisory Committee members could attend in person or on WebEx and could
communicate with other committee members.

The following Advisory Committee members were in attendance in person: Sara Winslow, Carl Hacker,
Jon Worthington, Keith Bruno; the following attended via WebEX: Everette Blake, Thomas Newman,
Carl Hacker, Jamie Lane, Roger Rulifson, Dale Martin (arrived late). Absent: Melissa Clark

Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) Staff: Kathy Rawls, Carter Witten, Candace Rose, Lara Klibansky,
Debbie Manley, Charlton Godwin, Lee Paramore, Corrin Flora, Dan Zapf, Lucas Pensinger, Jason Rock

Public: Three members of the public attended in person and 25 viewers watched on YouTube. No
members of the public provided public comment.

The Northern Region AC had nine members in attendance and a quorum was met.
Northern Region AC Chair Sara Winslow called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF JAN. 2023 MEETING MINUTES

A motion was made by Jonathan Worthington to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting. Second
by Keith Bruno. The motion passed 9-0.

A motion was made by Jonathan Worthington to approve the minutes from the Northern Region
AC meeting held on January 10, 2023. Second by Herman Dunbar. The motion passed by
unanimous consent.

MARINE FISHERIES COMMISSION UPDATE
Lara Klibansky provided an update on the February 2023 MFC business meeting.
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False Albacore (Common name: little tunny Euthynnus alletteratus)

In February, the Commission reviewed a False Albacore Information Paper the Division had prepared at
their request. This was an update to a 2017 paper that was a general review of information about the false
albacore fishery in North Carolina. Following quite a bit of discussion on the information in that paper,
the Commission ultimately did pass a motion; asking staff to develop rulemaking language with
management options for false albacore starting with the status quo and allowing for growth in the fishery
at various percentage points. Staff are reviewing available data to define some of those terms, for example
what is "status quo". The Division will be presenting its initial analysis at the Commission's May 2023
business meeting. The final issue paper, with rule language options, is anticipated for either the August or
November commission meeting.

Spotted Seatrout

In February, the staff leads presented an overview of the spotted seatrout fishery to the MFC and received
input from commissioners on items for consideration in fishery management plan (FMP) development.
Just as a reminder, we just completed the scoping period for spotted seatrout. So, we are at the very
beginning of the FMP development process. Staff are now going to take the feedback they received
during the scoping meetings, from the February MFC business meeting and will begin to develop the
draft plan. Lara noted that the Northern AC members also have the opportunity to provide feedback
tonight if there are management strategies they'd like staff to consider as they begin the first draft that
management plan. Lara acknowledged the feedback provided by Commissioner Cross was a bit more
comprehensive than we generally see at this point and we do have space on the agenda to discuss it all
with the leads, and it will indeed be discussed more thoroughly at future meetings but staff can provide
the AC the input that was received from Commissioner Cross. Public input is a huge part of fisheries
management here in North Carolina.

Striped Mullet
In November of 2022, the commission selected their preferred management option for Supplement A to

the Striped Mullet FMP, and that was for a state-wide November 7-December 31 season closure which is
estimated to result in a 22.1% reduction in harvest compared to the last year of data used in the
assessment, which is 2019. In February, the Commission heard the outcome of the public comment period
and based on that input they requested the division consider developing regionally specific seasons. Staff
are currently working on that. Staff reminded the AC, a supplement is meant to address overfishing
immediately, utilizing a simple approach (e.g. a seasonal harvest closure, or area closure), while more
comprehensive management will be developed in an amendment that is currently under development. So
in May the Commission will be continuing their discussion of the management options provided in
Supplement A.

Coastal Habitat Protection Plan (CHPP)

Relating to the CHPP, the Commission unanimously approved a motion supporting the Coastal Habitat
Initiative Resolution which came from the Stakeholder Engagement for Collaborative Coastal Habitats
Initiative (SECCHI). This resolution was focused on encouraging the State to increase funding for
voluntary cost share programs to help improve water quality. As a reminder, DMF and the Albemarle-
Pamlico National Estuary Partnership worked collaboratively with a core team of non-governmental
organizations to form a public-private partnership which is the Stakeholder Engagement for Collaborative
Coastal Habitats Initiative (SECCHI) which was a recommendation from the 2021 CHPP Amendment.
The resolution was also supported by the Coastal Resources Commission (CRC) and the Environmental
Management Commission (EMC) at their recent meetings.

May MFC Meeting
The May Commission meeting is scheduled for May 24-26 at the Beaufort Hotel in Beaufort. Lara noted
that in addition to the update she just provided tonight on striped mullet, spotted seatrout and false
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albacore, which are all on the May agenda, if the AC members would like to see a more complete
overview of what is expected to be on the agenda in May, Lara encouraged them to review the MFC
Workplan. That is updated for each MFC business meeting and is included as part of the briefing
materials for each meeting. February's workplan is the most up to date version available.

Staff finished the update and the Chair opened the floor for questions from the AC. The AC asked if false
albacore management was going to be addressed by any plans from the South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council. DMF staff noted it is going to come up at the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC). AC member Thomas Newman noted the South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council chose not to manage little tunny at this time but would look at trends in harvest and catch data
every three years. In recent years little tunny has become a fish that is targeted by the recreational sector
due to its great fighting ability when hooked. It is rarely eaten in the U.S. The AC asked if our state chose
to manage little tunny would we have to get together an AC and develop an FMP or how would that
work? DMF noted the MFC has asked us to develop some options that would be more like guardrails, to
allow for some expansion in utilization of the stock within pre-determined limits, but not really an FMP at
this time. DMF staff noted at the state-level any regulations would need to go through the full rulemaking
process before anything can be put in place. If ASMFC includes little tunny in a coastwide FMP and
required management, we could use North Carolina’s Interjurisdictional FMP as a way to implement
regulations, otherwise any rules at the state-level will need to go though the rule making process. The AC
asked if all three commissions (MFC, CRC, and EMC) were working together to implement the CHPP?
DMF staff noted yes and each agency is needed to carry out any action from the CHPP that falls under
their respective authority.

SPOTTED SEATROUT FMP SCOPING UPDATE

Lucas Pensinger and Jason Rock gave a brief overview of comments received during the March 13-24
spotted seatrout scoping period. Overall, there was a lot of participation with over 700 people providing
comments online or in person. Comments ranging from strongly “for” and “against” and everything in
between. Regarding sustainable harvest, comments ranged from no quota/quota, seasonal closures, bag
limit reduction, trip limit reduction, and increase in minimum size. For recreational management there
was support for making spotted seatrout a game fish, outreach for catch and release best practices, ending
the use of recreational commercial gear licenses, boat limits, eliminating captain and crew limits, and
limited entry. General recreational comments included reducing the impact of catch and release
tournaments, and gear requirements. Commercial comments included making it entirely a hook and line
fishery with limited entry. General commercial comments included gill net limits, closing the personal
consumption loophole, area limits, subsidizes to phase out gill nets, increased gill net mesh size, gill net
attendance regardless of area or time, and limited entry. Regarding protecting spawning stock biomass,
comments included bag limit reductions, increase minimum size, and modifying cold stun protocols. Area
management came up quite a lot during the scoping period and included closing certain areas to gill nets
and/or all spotted seatrout fishing, and regional management. Commissioner Cross’s strategy was also
discussed at the scoping meetings and the public was overwhelming against quota allocation. Overall,
there was general opposition to a quota and ending catch and release fishing. Multispecies management,
stocking, increasing enforcement, considering management in other states, and developing a recreational
reporting app (mandatory and optional reporting) were also brought up.

Staff finished the verbal update and the Chair opened the floor for questions from the AC. An AC
member asked and suggested we investigate using CRFL funds through a University to conduct research
on the catch-and-release delayed mortality rate for spotted seatrout. There was some question as to the
accuracy of the 10% delayed mortality rate assigned to spotted seatrout recreational releases. DMF staff
pointed out the studies conducted by the Division used methods that are in line with other peer reviewed
studies and values used by other states, even though the Division studies were not published in a peer
reviewed paper. Staff also reminded the AC the study that was cited for the mortality rate used in the
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spotted seatrout stock assessment was peer reviewed, and the results were in line with many other peer
reviewed literature on hook-and-release delayed mortality. Staff pointed out there is a table in the stock
assessment (Table 1.8) that is a summary of recreational fishery delayed release mortality estimates from
a review of the literature. Mortality estimates range from 4.6%-55.6%. An AC member pointed out 10%
was comparatively low relative to the other studies referenced in the stock assessment. The AC asked
about the potential to reduce discard mortality by restricting the hook type used, e.g. limiting anglers to
single barbless hooks, etc. Staff pointed out that while that may decrease mortality, there would be no
way to calculate the exact reduction in mortality because we would need to know the current angler use
by all the possible hook types, which we do not know that information. There was then some discussion
from AC members about various options for a closed recreational season by waterbody jurisdictions, such
as closing inland fishing waters during winter months. Another suggestion was to close recreational
harvest in joint waters during the week when commercial harvest was open and allow recreational harvest
on the weekends when commercial harvest was closed. Discussion among AC members then moved to
the commercial daily trip limit. It was noted the reason you don’t see all commercial trips landing exactly
75 fish is that once they get close to the limit, e.g. if a fishermen makes a set and gets 50-60 fish, they are
not going to make another set to try and get just a few more fish knowing they would likely have to throw
back many more just to get to the 75 daily allowable limit. Commercial fishermen don’t want to catch
what they can’t keep and have to throw fish back.

AC members asked about the timeline. Staff responded that at the May 2023 MFC meeting they would
review the information obtained during the Scoping process and approve the Goals and Objectives for the
FMP. After that staff would work on developing a first draft of the plan with numerous options. The MFC
would appoint an FMP AC to work with the division to revise that first draft and fully develop the issue
papers. If all things go as scheduled the FMP AC would start meeting with division staff in the fall of
2023.

ESTUARINE STRIPED BASS SEASON UPDATE

Division staff updated the AC on landings to date for striped bass in the Albemarle Sound Management
Area. The commercial sector landed 20,460 pounds of their 25,608 Ib total allowable landings (TAL) and
was open March 3—March 17. The recreational sector landed 9,511 pounds of their 12,804 Ib TAL and
was open January 1-March 12. Staff informed the AC the WRC harvest season in the Roanoke River was
going to be April 14-17 and April 22-23. There were no questions from the AC.

PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment occurred.

PLAN AGENDA ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING
Lara Klibansky provided one additional update about wind energy. Trish Murphey will provide an update
to the AC at a future meeting.

Lastly staff discussed the July Joint MFC AC Workshop. We have decided to schedule the meeting on
Monday July 10" based on questionnaire results. Over 50% of those who responded to the survey
preferred this date. The meeting will take place at the N.C. Aquarium at Pine Knoll Shores. Staff
recognizes this will require quite a bit of travel for many of you and one reason that we chose the
aquarium is because we are able to use the space at a reduced cost allowing us to portion more funds for
travel and hotels. The aquarium is also a beautiful venue which we feel will help the tone of the meeting.
The overall goal of this workshop is to bring members from all five ACs (Northern and Southern
Regional ACs, and Finfish, Habitat and Water Quality, and Shellfish/Crustacean Standing ACs) together
for open discussion and to hear from DMF staff and others about key topics of interest. For example,
we've had a number of requests from different advisors for overviews on stock assessments, the FMP

State of North Carolina | Division of Marine Fisheries
3441 Arendell Street | P.O.Box 769 | Morehead City, North Carolina 28557
252-726-7021



process, etc. We hope it will be an opportunity for networking, discussion, and collaborative learning. We
are still in the planning stages and will update all advisors as those plans solidify.

ISSUES FROM AC MEMBERS
There were no issues from AC Members.

APPROVAL TO ADJOURN
A motion was made at 7:06 by Jonathan Worthington to adjourn the meeting. Second by Herman
Dunbar. The motion passed by unanimous consent.
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stations are not meeting the criteria. Upstream water is typically not as clear and not going to meet the
standard, while downstream will. Bogue Sound was mostly above proposed criteria. Core Sound is
basically ideal for SAV because of less development and proximity to inlets. He will be continuing to
work on re-calibrating the model for low salinity waters. While we have a lot of secchi data, which
indicates most of the waters are not meeting the water clarity target, more precise water clarity data
(Photosynthetic Active Radiation (PAR), chlorophyll a, C-DOM) is needed for assessing the standard.
Rader asked if one could use citizen science to get more data. Hall noted one limitation of that is the high
cost of the equipment.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment.

ISSUES FROM AC MEMBERS

Sonde said a dolphin had its tail cut off and found dead. A necropsy is being done, but he guesses it was
from a commercial fisherman. He asked if there could be a way to prevent entanglement, similar to a
“TED” for gillnets. Farnell said she would check. Leahy said that further north (e.g., New Jersey) they use
pingers to deter whales. As another issue, Leahy would like the AC to look into mitigating strategies for
new development. He is voluntarily working on a living shoreline but was told he cannot add live oysters
to it because the waters were closed to.shellfish harvest. He.is voicing his frustration over the fact that
property owners cannot voluntarily mitigate impacts by placing shellfish on their property (for water
quality improvement) in closed waters.

It was noted that links would beincluded in a post-meeting. follow-up email.

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.



ROY COOPER

Governor

ELIZABETH S. BISER

Secretary

KATHY B. RAWLS

Director

April 5, 2023
MEMORANDUM
TO: N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission
FROM: William Brantley, Grants Program Manager, Administrative and Maintenance

Services Section

SUBJECT: March 10, 2023 MFC CRFL Advisory Committee Meeting

Issue
The N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission Advisory Committee (MFC AC) metat 1 p.m. on

Friday, March 10, 2023 to review and provide advice on the applications received in response to
the 2022-2023 Coastal Recreational Fishing License (CRFL) Request for Proposals (RFP).

Findings
The MFC AC reviewed and provided advice on 7 RFP applications received that are under
consideration for funding. Each of these proposals are focused on outreach and education.

Action Needed
For informational purposes only, no action is needed at this time.

Attachments
1) Draft meeting minutes from the March 10, 2023 MFC CRFL AC meeting
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William Brantley briefed the team on the MFC AC’s role in providing advice on the proposals
received during the 2022-2023 Request for Proposal (RFP) process. This included the reason for
the committee’s implementation, their role in providing advice, and other applicable details.
Brantley discussed the role of the MFC AC’s past advice in funding projects, and that
information from the meeting would be presented to the DMF Director’s Office for consideration
in funding new proposals.

DISCUSSION ON PROPOSALS

Military Appreciation Day

This project was submitted by Military Appreciation Day, Inc. and Chris Milks. Requested
funding for this project, over a period of 3 years, is $75,000, and the applicant is providing match
in the amount of $75,000 over 3 years. This organization’s mission and proposal is to support
events where they get volunteer captains to take active-duty troops fishing for a day and hold a
large family style picnic after their day of fishing.

Motion by Rob Bizzell to recommend funding for the project titled “Military Appreciation
Day” with due consideration given to whether or not it should be 3-year funding. Second
by Tom Roller. The motion carried unanimously with present members voting.

Hooked on the New River Oyster Highway — A public guide to fishing and water guality on
the New River

This project was submitted by the City of Jacksonville and Pat Donovan-Brandenburg.
Requested funding for this project, over a period of 3 years, is $152,139.76, and the applicant is
providing match in the amount of $26,260 over 3 years. This City’s proposal is to introduce
members of the fishing public to the angling opportunities that currently exist through actual in-
person fishing seminars and on water fishing activities. The program will be supplemented with
a printed guide and app that identifies aquatic species.

Motion by Rob Bizzell to recommend funding for the project titled “Hooked on the New
River Oyster Highway — A public guide to fishing and water quality on the New River.”
Second by Tom Roller. Motion carries unanimously.

Expanding recreational fishing access by enhancing the Morris Landing Clean Water
Reserve Pier

This project was submitted by the Town of Holly Ridge and Audrey Madia. Requested funding
for this project over a period of 1.5 years is $154,425. The Town’s proposal is to replace the
deck boards and hand railings on the Morris Landing Clean Water Reserve pier, add a “T” at the
end of the pier, extend a walk-way into the marsh area, bring the current pier into ADA
compliance, install bollards, and develop/install signage to educate visitors. Further discussion
was focused on providing credit through signage to DMF and the CRFL program as well as
potentialities for the future development.

State of North Carolina | Division of Marine Fisheries
3441 Arendell Street | P.O.Box 769 | Morehead City, North Carolina 28557
252-726-7021



Motion by Rob Bizzell to recommend funding for the project titled “Expanding
recreational fishing access by enhancing the Morris Landing Clean Water Reserve pier.”
Second by Tom Roller. Motion carries unanimously.

Surf City Boating Access Area Renovation

This project was submitted by the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and Gary Gardner.
Requested funding for this project, over a period of 9 months, is $301,850. The WRC’s proposal
is for the improvement of the Surf City Boating Access Area and would replace fixed docks with
floating docks. This application also proposes to offer appropriate ADA parking and pave heavy
use portions of the site. Further discussion was focused on providing credit through signage to
DMF and the CRFL program on site at the ramp, and ensure signage at previously funded ramps.

Concerns were issued over the amount of match provided, and DMF carrying the full costs. The
two organizations may have the opportunity to work together more closely. Future maintenance
of these projects should not exceed 50% of the budgeted costs from DMF.

Motion by Tom Roller to recommend funding for the project titled “Surf City Boating
Access Area renovation.” Motion withdrawn.

Motion by Robert Bizzell to recommend funding for the project titled “Surf City Boating
Access Area renovation at 50% of the funding request.” Second by Tom Roller. Motion
carries unanimously.

Midway Drive Boating Access Area — Replacement of Bulkhead/Breakwater

This project was submitted by the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and Ben Soloman.
Requested funding for the Midway Drive project, over a period of 15 months, is $75,000 and
$2,000 in match is provided. The application proposes to provide marine based improvements to
the damaged bulkheading and breakwater.

Cannon’s Ferry Boating Access Area -Breakwater Replacement

This project was submitted by the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and Ben Soloman.
Requested funding for the Cannon’s Ferry project, over a period of 7 months, is $75,000 and
$2,000 in match is provided. This application proposes to provide marine based improvements to
the damaged breakwater.

Motion by Rob Bizzell recommends funding the projects titled “Midway Drive Boating
Access Area — Replacement of Bulkhead/Breakwater” and “Cannon’s Ferry Boating
Access Area -Breakwater Replacement”. Second by Tom Roller. Motion carries
unanimously.

Lowland Marina Acquisition

This project was submitted by the NC Wildlife Resources Commission and Ben Soloman.
Requested funding for the Lowland Marina Acquisition project, over a period of 17 months, is
$730,000 and $21,100 in match is provided. This application proposes to purchase the Lowland
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Marina property located in Pamlico County, near the mouth of the Pamlico River and adjacent
sound. Current access to the area is through a pay-per-use ramp.

Further discussion was held on the importance of being involved in the design and
implementation of the boating access project. Consultation with DMF for ongoing
implementation for this project, and others like it, should be occurring. DMF should be given
credit for their role in the purchase of the facility, if CRFL funds are used. Concerns over CAMA
permits were discussed. The importance of access in rural areas was also maintained throughout
the conversation. This could lead to future partnerships and joint projects through further
development and planning.

Motion by Rob Bizzell to recommend funding for the project titled “Lowland Marina
Acquisition” as long as we are fully involved in the design of the facility, with an expense
projection for completing the project, and a determination for where these funds will come
from, and an update on CAMA permits. Second by Tom Roller. Motion carries
unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Tom Roller to adjourn. Second by Doug Rader.

WB
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April 28, 2023
MEMORANDUM
TO: N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission
FROM: William Brantley, Grants Program Manager, Administrative and Maintenance

Services Section

SUBJECT: March 1, 2023 Commercial Fishing Resource Fund Committee Meeting

Issue
The N.C. Commercial Fishing Resource Funding Committee met jointly with the N.C. Marine Fisheries
Commission Commercial Resource Fund Committee at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 1, 2023,

through Webex to discuss their 2023 Request for Proposals (RFP).

Findings
The joint committees discussed specific project objectives to be included in the 2023 RFP.

Action Needed
For informational purposes only, no action is needed at this time.

Attachments
1) Draft meeting minutes from the March 1, 2023 joint meeting
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ROY COOPER

Governor

ELIZABETH S. BISER

Secretary
KATHY B. RAWLS
Director
MEMORANDUM
TO: N.C. Marine Fisheries Commission Commercial Resource Fund Committee and

the Funding Committee for the N.C. Commercial Fishing Resource Fund

FROM: William Brantley, Grants Program Manager
Division of Marine Fisheries, NCDEQ

DATE: April 5, 2023

SUBJECT: MFC Commercial Resource Fund Committee and Funding Committee for the
N.C. Commercial Fishing Resource Fund Meeting Minutes

The MFC Commercial Resource Fund Committee and the Funding Committee for the N.C.
Commercial Fishing Resource Fund met at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 1, 2023, through
Webex. The following members attended:

MFC Commercial Resource Fund Committee: Chairman Doug Cross, Mike Blanton, Ana
Shellem

Funding Committee for the N.C. Commercial Fishing Resource Fund Members: Chairman
Ernest Doshier, Glenn Skinner, Britton Shackelford, and Gilbert Baccus.

Absent: Doug Todd, Steve Weeks
Public Comment: No public comments were received for this meeting.

Approval of Agenda and Minutes

Chairmen Ernest Doshier and Doug Cross called the meeting to order for the Funding Committee
for the N.C. Commercial Fishing Resource Fund and the MFC Commercial Resource Fund
Committee. William Brantley read the conflict-of-interest reminder, and no conflicts were noted
by the Chairmen. Brantley conducted a roll call for both committees. Two members were absent
from the Funding Committee for the N.C. Commercial Fishing Resource Fund.

The meeting agenda and minutes were reviewed.

Motion by Ana Shellem to approve the agenda. Second by Mike Blanton. Motion passed
unanimously through a roll call vote.
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Motion by Glenn Skinner to approve the agenda. Second by Gilbert Baccus. Motion passed
unanimously through a roll call vote of present members.

Motion by Glenn Skinner to approve the minutes from the December 8, 2022 meeting.
Second by Britton Shackelford. Motion passed unanimously through a roll call vote of
present members.

Motion by Ana Shellem approve the minutes from the December 8, 2022 meeting. Second
by Mike Blanton. Motion passed unanimously through a roll call vote.

Brantley briefed the committees on the scope of the meeting, which was to begin development of
a new request for proposals from the NC Commercial Fishing Resource Fund. Project concepts
would be discussed, the NC Division of Marine Fisheries (NCDMF) would draft the document
after this meeting, and the joint Committees would meet at a later date to approve the request for
proposals before publication.

CEFRF REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS (REP) DEVELOPMENT

Members asked for an option for applicants to be available for in-person discussion during final
proposal reviews. Other administrative options for the RFP development included no blanketed
funding limits for proposals unless specified, personnel costs would be permitted in proposals,
and discussion that years of funding for proposals would not be restricted beyond the NC
Department of Environmental Quality’s purchasing guidelines. Proposed costs in proposals
should be focused directly on the proposal, with an appropriate level of justification.

Skinner asked for discussion on a project to study the characterization of the targeted,
recreational, large red drum fishery. This could include effort, abundance, size, discards,
definition, bycatch, weights, mortality rates, etc. This would be for a biological characterization
study, not socioeconomic. Skinner asked the Division to weigh in on the RFP language, or even
consider the project itself, to make the data applicable for use down the road.

Skinner asked for an opportunity to extend the Always NC Fresh campaign with tiers of funding
options / engagements; or, to extend the Fund’s marketing and education campaign with annual
tiers of funding / engagement options. Chairman Cross noted that the Committees needed to look
at the campaign in order to substantiate the program in the future, potentially through throttling
back efforts to not cripple the ability to fund other projects.

Blanton asked for a project or white paper on a blue crab abundance and/or juvenile survey
design for the State of North Carolina. This would examine what an independent survey would
look like for the state on an annual basis, and potential costs for the survey. It would need to
include environmental parameters such as water quality impacts, variability in ecosystem
fluctuations, and may include an option to be contracted out.

Collectively among both Committees, annual requests for projects to assist in water quality was
discussed, specific to sustainable commercial fishing. This would be a generalized topic, with a
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funding cap and matching funds requirement. Proposals should look for synergistic effects or
offer a plan to chip away at water quality issues. Localized water quality assessments and
impacts should also be considered. Proposals are not limited to, but may include,
recommendations from the Coastal Habitat Protection Plan. Blanton asked Brantley to look at
prior proposals that the Committees received that examined water quality issues. This would
provide a means to determine an average cost of water quality based proposals, so the
Committees could work toward a funding cap. Shellem asked for consideration in including
water quality objectives in each proposal that the Committees receive, and noted that members
should examine funding amounts that were spent toward public relations versus other issues
facing the joint Committees.

Chairman Cross requested proposals to consider trial trawling studies, in areas above the ferry
lines, to examine the benefits of trawling in the sound or rivers. Skinner stated he was in favor of
the study, and noted that the NCDMF would need to weigh in if certain areas would be available
for a trawling study. NC DMF Deputy Director Loeffler stated he would need to look at what
had been discussed by the Marine Fisheries Commission, and stated that permits would be
required for anyone conducting research. Permits would be considered on a case-by-case basis.
Chairman Cross stated that the Commission had looked at two grids for studies in the Pamlico
and Neuse Rivers, above the ferry lines previously, and this study may target these areas.

Skinner asked about the next steps on the Satellite Flounder Tagging Study. Deputy Director
Mike Loeffler stated that the project report was being developed, and NCDMF staff continue to
work with UNCW researchers for a full analysis. The timeline for report completion and
understanding the next steps was estimated to be one year.

Issues from Committee Members
Chairman Cross brought up aquaculture concerns, and the need for forward-thinking growth of
the industry.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Mike Blanton to adjourn. Second by Ana Shellem. Motion passed unanimously
through a roll call vote.

Motion by Gilbert Baccus to adjourn. Second by Glenn Skinner. Motion passed
unanimously through roll call vote of present members.

Meeting adjourned.

WB
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